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Feb. 19-^The 
“Chlca^ 7” conspiracy trial 
Jury initially was deadlocked, 
with four., lurocs convinced 
that all seven defendants were 
innocent, accoMing to a juror 
Who’ played a key role in the 
panel's deliberations. 

the eight other jurors were 
convinced that all seven de- 
fendants were guilty of all 
charges. Kay S. Richards said 
Wednesday night in an exclu- 
sive Interview with the Chi- 
cago Sun-Times. 

Miss Richards, 23, a com- 
puter operator, said that she 
was one of the eight but that 
she served as negotiator be- 
tween the two groups. 

The Jury began its delibera- 
tions last Saturday. 

Miss Richards said the ju- 
rors finally voted at 10 a.m. 
Wedne.sday that five of the de- 
fendants were innocent of con- 
spiracy but guilty of cross- 
ing state lines individually to 
incite riots at the 1968 Demo- 
cratic National Convention. 
The jury acquitted two de- 
fendants — John Froines and 
Lee Weiner— on both counts. 

Miss Richards said sh^ 
thought Saturday the jury was 
going to be ; hopelessly dead- 
locked. 

"There ,^re;!two groupai" 
she said, "and each felt they 
had their own point' of view 
and they wouldn't change it. I 
went in there with the idea I 
didn't think we'd get an, 
igreement: '• • 

"At first I was a hardliner 
for finding all seven of them 
guilty on both counts, .^nd 
then I went soft I felt as e re- 
sponsible juror I had to come 
up with a solution. So I be- 
came the negotiator.'^ 

Miss Richards said the ju- 
rors took three secret ballots* 
Saturday. 

*Tm_ not sure I remember 
exactly at this point," she^li 
"But r think that it -was to 4 
conviction- the fj^t time. 'Then 
9 to 3. pAnd.thcnv after lunch. 8 
to 4 again. _ 

"The point is.'^we were all 
anxious to go- home. And, due 
to ^nxfety^ one woman in the 
group of four fluctuated back 
and fot:;^ and 'would do what- 
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ever w|o decided in order to 
get , bonle. ^ 1' . -.-iv.. ■ 

{But .th^ay^. 

urefay night; allllour Were sitlB 
saying that the seven were in- 
nocent of all the charges." 

Miss Richards said \ the four 
were all women and the group 
of eight. ; consisted of six 
women and tw o .men. 

‘The problem Saturday was 
a communications problem," 
she said. "Many of us had our 
notions about the evidence, 
and we were off?dn|ih lot 
opinions father thwiciberat- 
ing on thi evidence Itself. 

"Sunday we starf^it to 
about the Uestlmonyr «nd y 
discussed the evid^ce less 
emotionally. ButT^rwe still 
didn’t get anywh^c, and we 
didn't even bother to take any 
more ballots4'Tfef;each knew 
what the others tfioughi>an|(»- 
way, 

"Monday, l sat down wttR 
the three woni^Swho were 
really hardliners" for* llndii^ 
the seven IhnqqEpli;:^^ 
read the wbolf^Hu^r * * 
wasi looking for;’, 
burbefi 

mede r.' 

fee^gl 
whit wbE 
theji 
thing sh( 

"II '■ 

worron! 

def^ndfi^Erva wctc y .Eiiut^k 

under was unconstitutional. I 
pointed out it was our job to 
decide whether these men had 
broken the law, and it was the 
job of an appeals'^court tp de- 
cide if the law yrats ^nslitu* 
tlonal, * ■ 

"So we agreed we should 
not be a hung jury. We hafi 
decided now to compromise, 
and it was justv a question^ of 
how to compromisei, ; » 

'Te three said .they wduid 
never agree to find anybody 
guilty on the first count — that 
they all conspired together. 

And they said they didn't 
think Froines and Weiner 
were guilty on efther* count. 
They said they would go back 
to the hotel and think about ft 
“Actually, only two of thenr 


were really convmcea * we 
should compromise. And they 
said they would talk^^to the 
third one." ^ - 

Miss Richards said gibe- jtt-. 
rors asked to be excused at-|j 
the dinner hour after tif^flrst 
two days and that they eontii^ 
ued their discussion^ in'i tw^' 
groups at night in thehr^ rMBts;’ 
at the Palmer House^wbfere 
the jury had been sequestered 
since Sept 30. 

"Feelings were so hteh 
the two groups again^':e^|^ 
other," she said, 
didn't feel at easq,lhC^b^iiij^it!; 
jury room togeth«p.".-v--.ir 
Tuesday morgho^.; 

Richards, the .^nee 
told her they ^ ^ 
find five defeni^|lS^>guijtyStt*ji 
the second coihSfc0ut;hbt‘jlhe 
first count and that Froines 
and Weiner should^be.Jjet"off 
on both counts. 



"Tliey said they fill’ didn't 
feel the five had done exactly 
what the indictment stated " 
said Miss Richards. "But they 
said if the rest pf us would 
a^ee, they would consent to 
the' compromise. ' " ' ^ 

"So' how the problem was to 
convince the other seven. And 
I acted again as the go-be- 
tween. ^ 

'The eight of us discussed it 
the rest of Tuesday morning 
and all afternoon. And finally 
we decided to go back to the 
hotel again and think about it 
there. , 

I "Tuesday night at the hotel 
the other seven in the group 
agreed to the compromise. 
They didn't feel it was right, 
they said, but they would con- 
sent and do it. 

"Wednesday mprning, we 
came In at 9:30 a.m. The two 
groups got together and we 
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voted' orally. It took us just 
half an hour to reach a ver- 
dict, ' ^6, 10 a.m., and we sent 
word *to the judge. But we 
had to wait until about 12:15 
p.m„ before we were brought* 
into court. I don’t know why.” 
The five defendants found 
guilty were' David T. DelUn- 
ger^- Rennie Davis, Thomas 
Hayden, Abbie Hoffman and 
Jerry Rubin. 


